ENG 111



Paper #1 – Description.

 
And now for your next trick. . .
You are to write a well constructed, approx. 3-5 page (750-1250 word) description of your hometown or neighborhood. Imagine that Dr. Moore has been abducted by aliens – or at least that he isn’t a South Carolinian and doesn’t really know too many local towns and cities (a safe bet). He wakes up in your town or neighborhood, armed only with your descriptions. How will he know where he is? 

So I’ll lay out your rhetorical situation. I am your audience – someone unfamiliar with your home turf and its people, but someone who is interested in getting a real sense of both. What will I see? Does Main Street look like a Norman Rockwell painting, or is it littered with crack houses? Are there landmarks – like the overwhelmingly dreary “Veteran’s Memorial Underpass” in Ludlow, KY or the gaudy monument in downtown Indy? Where should I go if I’m hungry, and what should I order there? Is there a street I should avoid? If it’s a Friday night, will I find people at the high school football stadium? At McDonald’s? At the mall? Will people be friendly, or should I be aware that I’m in a rough part of town? In short, what makes your home recognizable? Will there be a little blond kid in the yard with a lemonade stand, or will some old guy in Bermuda shorts tell me to get off his lawn? Your purpose, then, is to give me a real sense of place. What does it look like? How does it sound? What do people do there?

If your town is especially interesting at a particular time (e.g., Gaffney during the Peach Festival or Clemson on a football weekend, Downtown Manhattan at Christmas), feel free to use that time, although you may want to let me know that this is not the everyday situation.

All of this should take the form of a well constructed essay, with a clear introduction and conclusion. The usual care should be taken with respect to grammar, spelling, and mechanical details. 

When is my paper due?
The peer review will take place on 9 Jun 08. The final draft (i.e., double-spaced, 12-pt. Courier) is due, with an accompanying draft (which may be handwritten), during class on 11 Jun 08.   

What does this paper mean to my grade?

This paper is worth 10% of your grade.

What will Dr. Moore be grading in this paper?
I will be asking the following questions:

· Does the paper fulfill the assignment? (i.e., does it do the things I mentioned higher on the page?)

· Does the paper make its points clearly and understandably? 

· Does the paper meet the conventions of a paper in a college course (e.g., spelling, punctuation, various grammar issues)?

A paper that does all these things will be satisfactory. A paper that does all these things and is interesting/pleasant to read will be better than that. For more on grades, visit the departmental grading rubric at my website (On the 111 page, follow the “Grading Standards” link).

Will Dr. Moore be available to discuss my paper with me?
Of course I will. See me during my office hours or make an appt.

Some advice from your old Uncle Warren. . .

Do not settle for a generic! If you say “My town looks like any other small town in South Carolina,” you will automatically fail. Every place has its own character – its own sights, sounds, and smells. Your job is to let me know, “Hey, those tiger paws on the road must mean that I’m in Clemson.” Or, “That enormous inflatable basketball shoe must mean I’m in New Castle, Indiana.” Or “Okay, I’m in Prosperity and it’s Friday night, so I should check out the buffet at Hawg Heaven, as long as I don’t mind the smell in the entryway.” 

Do not be constrained by the length guidelines. If you need a bit more room to give me a real sense of the place, use it. On the other hand, I don’t want the exact number of bricks that make up the Pizza Hut – I’m not Funes the Memorious, nor should you be.

Good luck, and good writing.

