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And now for your next trick. . .
You are to write a well constructed, approx. 4-page (1000-word) reaction to Beowulf, in which you will address the following questions:

1. What did it mean to be a leader in Beowulf’s time?

2. Are any of the marks of a “good king” still applicable today?

All of this should take the form of a well constructed essay, with a clear introduction and conclusion. The usual care should be taken with respect to grammar, spelling, and mechanical details. Use quotations from the poem as necessary to support your points.

When is my paper due?
The final draft (i.e., double-spaced, 12-pt. Courier) is due, with an accompanying draft (which may be handwritten), during class on 9 June. Late papers will not be accepted, and will receive a zero.. 

What does this paper mean to my grade?

This paper is worth 10% of your grade.

What will Dr. Moore be grading in this paper?
I will be asking the following questions:

· Does the paper fulfill the assignment? (i.e., does it do the things I mentioned higher on the page?)

· Does the paper make its points clearly and understandably? 

· Does the paper meet the conventions of a paper in a college course (e.g., spelling, punctuation, various grammar issues)?

A paper that does all these things will be satisfactory. A paper that does all these things and is interesting/pleasant to read will be better than that. 

Will Dr. Moore be available to discuss my paper with me?
Of course I will. See me during my office hours (listed on the syllabus and web page) or make an appt.

Some advice from your old Uncle Warren. . .

This is not your magnum opus! I’m not looking for the definitive interpretation of the poem here. I’m looking for an interpretation that shows that you understand the piece, and that would possibly be defensible to the interpretive community that is our class. Don’t overreach.

The length guideline is not a straitjacket! I would rather have a good short paper than a padded long one. Conversely, I would rather have a good 6-pager than a skimpy 3-pager.

God (or Whoever’s in charge) is in the details. Remember to use MLA-style documentation, with works cited and all that good stuff.

Good luck, and good writing.

