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And now for your next trick. . .
You are to write a well constructed, 8-10 page (2000-2500 word) research paper on a literary topic connected to the class.

Topics may include (but are not limited to):

· A critical biography of an author from a period we have studied (either one we have read or another British writer before 1800.)

· A detailed examination/interpretation of a writer’s work/s.

· An examination of a genre (e.g., romance, morality play, epic, satire) in English.

· An exploration of the context of a work or works we have read (e.g., chivalry, courtly love, the Arthur legend, the Seven Deadly Sins, “Ancients vs. Moderns,” the Alliterative Revival)

Other ideas are welcome (The history of the dictionary, for example?), pending instructor approval.

How many sources must I use?
Your paper should include at least eight different sources (Books, articles, films, interviews, Web sites. . .) At least five sources must be print sources (books or articles).  Please document your sources as per MLA style.

When is the paper due?

The final draft is due by 30 June. Late drafts will be penalized as per the syllabus. Early drafts may be submitted for review and comment.

What does this paper mean to my grade?

This paper is worth 30% of your grade.

What will Dr. Moore be grading in this paper?
I will be asking the following questions:

· Does the paper fulfill the assignment? 

· Does the paper make its points clearly and understandably, with supporting evidence and reasoned argument?

· Does the paper’s author give credit when using/discussing the words, ideas, or arguments of others?

· Does the paper meet the conventions of a paper in a college course (e.g., spelling, punctuation, various grammar issues)?

A paper that does all these things will be satisfactory. A paper that does all these things and is interesting/pleasant to read will be better than that.

Will Dr. Moore be available to discuss my paper with me?
Of course I will. See me during my office hours or make an appt.

Some advice from your old Uncle Warren. . .

Don’t try to do too much – I’m not asking you to cure cancer. I want you to demonstrate that you can do research on a topic and use that research to support whatever point you are making. Think of this as a chance to discuss something you care about with someone interested in what you have to say.

Don’t wait til the last minute. You’ll hate life if you do. Trust me.

Good luck, and good writing.

