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Course Description 
English 221 (3 credit hours; one semester) – Survey of English Literature Through the 18th Century. Remember when someone was speaking like a Shakespearean or the King James Bible, and you joked about using “Old English?” You were wrong. In this course, you’ll get to read some real Old English, as well as some Middle English and Early Modern English (which is what that Shakespeare stuff really is.) Along the way, we’ll talk about what English literature is, which has a lot to do with what it meant to be English. We’ll read texts by a variety of men and women – nobles and commoners, teachers and stablehands. We’ll try to see how these people understood their world, and what they might be able to tell us about ours.

But there are a lot of ways to approach works of literature, depending on what you wish to do with them. As we know, not everyone gets the same meaning or meanings from a text. In this course, we’ll investigate different intellectual approaches to texts and their meanings (theoretical approaches to literature), and along the way we’ll apply some of these theoretical approaches to the texts we’re reading. These approaches may include formalism/“New Criticism”, deconstructive criticism, psychological criticism, historical/Marxist/cultural, and critical approaches based on various identity constructs (feminist/GLBT/African-American). 

PLEASE NOTE: THIS COURSE DOES NOT CONSTITUTE AN ENDORSEMENT OF ANY PARTICULAR CRITICAL/POLITICAL PERSPECTIVE. YOUR INSTRUCTOR MAY AGREE WITH ANY, ALL, OR NONE OF THE IDEAS EXPRESSED BY THE WRITERS AND SCHOLARS WE EXAMINE, AND IF HE ACTS AS IF HE DOES AGREE, HE MAY BE FAKING IT. 

YOU ARE NOT REQUIRED TO AGREE WITH ANY OF THESE WRITERS OR SCHOLARS. YOU ARE, HOWEVER, REQUIRED TO REGARD THEM WITH RESPECTFUL ATTENTION. IF YOU DISAGREE WITH THEM AND CAN BACK IT UP WITH REASONED ARGUMENT AND EVIDENCE, COOL. IF YOU DISAGREE, BUT CAN’T BACK IT UP WITH REASONED ARGUMENT AND EVIDENCE? TOUGH BREAK – GET A HELMET. YOU HAVE NO RIGHT TO BE COMFORTABLE.

Goals and Objectives

On successful completion of the course, students should be able to: 

· Develop a greater understanding of the historical circumstances that influenced the development of early English literature. This should include an understanding not only of the distinct character of each literary period, but of the continuity between these periods that exists in the changes and developments in artistic, religious, philosophical, social and political thought.

· Gain knowledge of early English literary history. Specifically, they should develop a familiarity with the masterpieces of British literature from the Middle Ages through the 18th Century, including the ability to identify the major authors of the separate literary periods of the abovementioned era, evaluating critically the contributions of each author.

· Recognize and interpret the images, symbols and vocabulary used in early English literature.

· Recognize a variety of strategies for reading/understanding a text.

· Understand/evaluate critical arguments that employ these strategies.

· Employ a variety of academic resources, print, non-print, or online, in the consideration of these works.

· Respond to these arguments, either in written form or orally.

· Write papers of various lengths that employ some of the strategies/approaches they have examined, while conforming to the standards of college-level writing.

Course Assignments

You will read a variety of selections from the required text. Sometimes you will write about those selections. Sometimes you will write about other subjects. We will frequently discuss these works in class. Also see “Grading Structure” below.

Instructional Methods

Lecture/discussion, tests, quizzes, readings, research papers, presentations

Special Needs
If you are a student with a documented learning disability who requires special accommodations, it is your responsibility to contact the office of Disabilities Support Services (located in Holland Hall, suite 200, ext 5110) to make such arrangements. Following a confidential interview, the Director of Disabilities Support Services will contact your instructors to inform them of your special needs. Note: your instructors are not permitted to discuss your disabilities with you until you have registered with the office of Disabilities Support Services. For further information, please visit the following website: http://www.newberry-college.net/dss 

Texts
REQUIRED

· Abrams, M.H. and Stephen Greenblatt, et al. The Norton Anthology of English Literature. Vol. 1. 8th Ed. New York: W.W. Norton, 2007. Available at Newberry College bookstore.

SUGGESTED

MLA Handbook for Writers of Research Papers. 6th ed. ISBN: 0873529863. At the bookstore, Amazon. THIS IS THE STYLEBOOK FOR ALL PAPERS IN THIS CLASS. However, the 5th edition will probably work in a pinch.

Attendance
This is not a correspondence course, nor is it a distance learning course. It is a community of writers, and there can only be community when people are present, both physically and intellectually. Therefore, your attendance is required. 

· Absences for any reason totaling more than 15% of the total number of times a class meets (That’s 3 in a summer course) are considered excessive. Please note that sleeping, slacking, or other goofery may count as an absence.
· Repeated tardiness may equate with an absence if such a policy has been provided clearly in writing, in advance. 

Here’s your clear statement: 3 tardies, or one that consumes more than half the class, will equate to an absence.
· When a student has accumulated excessive absences as defined above, the instructor may assign the student the grade of “FA” (failure due to absences). The instructor must convey promptly this information to the Registrar in writing. 

(An “FA” is serious; that grade remains on the student’s transcript even if the course is repeated/passed.)
· This policy applies to absences for any reason, including sanctioned College activities. Students should plan accordingly if activities require class absence. 

· Let’s make it clear, here. You miss 4 class meetings? You fail. You miss 3 and have three tardies? You fail. Got it?

That’s the stick. But here’s the carrot: If you attend regularly and passionately, you’ll improve your chances for success in the course, and you’ll have the chance to be part of something bigger than yourself, which is always useful.

I frequently use e-mail to communicate with my students. Consequently, I MUST HAVE YOUR E-MAIL ADDRESS. Make sure you get it to me.

Grading Structure -- 

All work (other than quizzes) is to be submitted in double-spaced, 12-point Courier New font. (Which this is.) Late assignments will not be accepted and will receive a zero.
Three 750-word (roughly 3 pages) responses to the works 

we are reading – 30 percent (3 at 10% each).

Midterm – 10 percent.

Research paper on one of the authors/concepts we are 

considering in class (8-12 pp.) – 30 percent.

Final – 10 percent.

In-class work (discussions, presentations, quizzes, etc.) – 

20 percent.

93-100  
= A
90-92
= B+
85-89
= B
80-84
= C+
75-79
= C
70-74
= D+

65-69
= D

Totals below this are too frightening to consider and too depressing to mention, but the progression is obvious.

Plagiarism/Academic Dishonesty
It is theft, and we will have none of it. Attempts at dishonesty will be met with severe reprisals, up to and including defenestration. For further discussion of penalties, see the appropriate section of your college handbook. 

Personal Stuff

While we will operate in an atmosphere of mutual respect and tolerance, please don't write about anything you would be uncomfortable having discussed in class.

A final note
The instructor reserves the right to alter this syllabus in any way that best serves the mission of the class. More specifically and for example, readings may be changed as the semester proceeds.

Schedule for Moore’s 221 class

June  
2 – Introductions, syllabus

3 – Syllabus review/quiz; Intro to the Middle Ages; Norton 


1-6, 23-6, 103-9

4 – Beowulf 1-1631

5 – Beowulf 1632-end; reaction #1
8 – Norton 7-9; Marie de France; Ancrene Riwle
9 – Reaction #1 due; Norton 10-12; General Prologue
10 – Wife of Bath’s intro and tale (253-281); reaction #2
11 – Medieval Drama; Noah’s Flood; Second Shepherd’s Play
12 – Morality Plays; Everyman 
15 – Reaction #2 due; Faustus
16 – midterm exam
17 – FQ, Book I, Cantos 1-4
18 – FQ, Book I, Cantos 5-8
19 – Research Day – No Class
22 – FQ, Book I, Cantos 9-12
23 – Shakespeare, Sonnets
24 – Milton, PL, Books 1-4
25 – Milton, PL, Books 5-8; reaction #3
26 – Milton, PL, Books 9-12
29 – Dryden, Mac Flecknoe; Swift, “Shower”, “Modest 


Proposal” Reaction #3 due
30 – Pope, Rape of the Lock; research paper due.
July

1 – Johnson/Boswell – “Vanity”, 2674-8, 2719-25, 2734-6, 


2740-6, 2759-62, 2765-9, 2777-83.
2 – Final exam
