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Course Description 
English 111: Freshman Composition and Introduction to Library Research (3 credit hours; one semester) serves as the introduction to academic writing, focusing on composing, revising, and editing a variety of writings. Includes reading and the introduction to basic research methods; prepares students for English 112. Prerequisite: Placement through appropriate combination of test scores and high school rank or other means determined by the Department of English (e.g., the Compass E-Write test). 

Relation of Course to Other Courses

This is an entrance-level Core Curriculum course designed to prepare students in one semester to begin ENG 112. The English 111/112 sequence satisfies Core Curriculum requirements in Communication Skills, Area A-1.

Goals and Objectives

On successful completion of the course, students should be able to: 

· Begin to understand the role language plays in society, particularly within the academic community; 

· Read critically and respond critically in writing; 

· Use evidence and proof to support ideas; 

· Establish a personal voice in their writing; 

· Recognize and respond to basic demands of audience, including organization and focus; 

· Include information, ideas, and opinions from outside sources (both print and electronic) in their writing; 

· Use a college library for locating and retrieving materials from a variety of sources; 

· Present finished texts conforming generally to American standard written English;

· Review drafts of their own and other students’ work with an eye toward improving those drafts; 

· Employ computers, the Internet, and word processing in the writing process.

· Improve methods of critical analysis and evaluation by responding to readings that represent a diverse collection of intellectual viewpoints, rhetorical modes and writing styles, geographical origins as well as genders, races, and ethnicities.

· Develop an understanding of various media’s presentation of messages to audiences and influences upon those audiences.

Content

To accomplish course goals, students will: 

· Study and practice the writing process (pre-writing, drafting, revising and editing); 

· Study and practice English usage appropriate to various contexts; 

· Study and practice basic rhetorical strategies (such as narration, description, exposition, and argumentation); 

· Read, discuss and respond to a variety of writings; 

· Write on topics and issues requiring library research. 

Instructional Methods

Reading/writing assignments, lecture/discussion, workshops, peer review, individual conferences.

Course Assignments

You will read a variety of selections from the required texts. Sometimes you will write about those selections. Sometimes you will write about other subjects. 

You will be required to complete: 

· assigned readings, exercises, and examinations (including nasty little backbiting quizzes). 

· an introductory essay. 

· a journal, either on your reading or on topics of the instructor's choice (1 entry/class meeting, generally at least 150 words in length). Due bi-weekly.

· an autobiographical narrative (approx. 500-750 words).

· a profile of a person, place, or thing (approx. 500-750 words).

· a reflective/argumentative essay (approx 750-1000 words). 

· A revision of an earlier essay (the introductory essay, autobiographical essay, or profile).

· course-related library instruction. 

Journal entries and in-class assignments (e.g., quizzes) may be handwritten. All other assignments are to be submitted in double-spaced, 12-pt. Courier New font.

Special Needs
If you are a student with a documented learning disability who requires special accommodations, it is your responsibility to contact the office of Disabilities Support Services (located in Holland Hall, suite 200, ext 5110) to make such arrangements. Following a confidential interview, the Director of Disabilities Support Services will contact your instructors to inform them of your special needs. Note: your instructors are not permitted to discuss your disabilities with you until you have registered with the office of Disabilities Support Services. For further information, please visit the following website: http://www.newberry-college.net/dss 

.
Texts/Supplies
REQUIRED:

· St. Martin’s Handbook, 6th ed., by Andrea A. Lunsford. Boston:Bedford/St. Martin’s, 2008. ISBN: 0-312-44317-X. Available from NC Bookstore.
· Reading Rhetorically: A Reader for Writers, By John C. Bean, Virginia A. Chappell, Alice M. Gillam. New York: Longman, 2005. ISBN: 0-321-23668-8. Available from NC bookstore.
· Some electronic means of backup. Save everything. Twice. "The dog ate my floppy" is not an acceptable excuse, and I will not search through your papers for other courses in order to find the one that you wrote for mine.

· Loose-leaf notebook paper.

· A spiral-bound notebook (your journal).

SUGGESTED:

· A college dictionary (I recommend the American Heritage).

· MLA Handbook, by Joseph Gibaldi. 6th Ed. New York: Modern Language Association of America, 2003. ISBN:0-87352-986-3. Available from NC bookstore.

Attendance
This is not a correspondence course, nor is it a distance learning course. It is a community of writers, and there can only be community when people are present, both physically and intellectually. Therefore, your attendance is required. 

· Absences for any reason totaling more than 15% of the total number of times a class meets are considered excessive. Please note that sleeping, slacking, or other goofery (e.g., not having a draft ready for peer review) may count as an absence.
· Repeated tardiness may equate with an absence if such a policy has been provided clearly in writing, in advance. 

Here’s your clear statement: 3 tardies, or one that consumes more than half the class, will equate to an absence.
· When a student has accumulated excessive absences as defined above, the instructor may assign the student the grade of F for the course, for failure to participate.

· This policy applies to absences for any reason, including sanctioned College activities. Students should plan accordingly if activities require class absence.

· Let’s make it clear, here. You miss four class meetings? You fail. You miss three and have three tardies? You fail. Got it? 

At the instructor’s discretion, you also may be required to attend tutoring sessions at the Learning Center, and to provide proof of those sessions upon request. Failures to attend these tutoring sessions (if required by the instructor) will affect your participation grade.

That's the stick. But here's the carrot: If you attend regularly and passionately, you'll improve your chances for success in the course, and you'll have the chance to be part of something bigger than yourself, which is always useful.

Grading Structure 

Reflective/argumentative essay – 20 percent 

Profile of a person/place/thing -- 15 percent

Autobiographical essay -- 10 percent 

Journal -- 15 percent 

Descriptive essay -- 10 percent 

Revision Assignment/rewrite -- 10 percent, plus 

change in earlier grade

In-class work/participation/Library instruction -- 20 percent 

93-100  
= A
90-92
= B+
85-89
= B
80-84
= C+
75-79
= C
70-74
= D+

65-69
= D

Totals below this are too frightening to consider and too depressing to mention, but the progression is obvious.

Assignments will be graded on an ABC scale, where an A = 93-100 points. Therefore, final grades may work like so:

Description = C (75) 

Autobio = B (85) 

Profile = A (95) 

Reflective paper = B (85) 

Final = B+ (90)

Journal = A  (98) 

In-class = C+ (83) 

averages to a high B (87.6%).

Please note: Late papers will not be accepted and will receive a zero.
Also Please Note: Successful completion of this course (i.e., a final grade of C or better) will also constitute successful completion of Level I of Newberry College’s Communication Across the Curriculum Program (CACP). For further information on CACP, consult your catalog. A grade of C or above is also necessary to advance to ENG 112.
Plagiarism/Academic Dishonesty
It is theft, and we will have none of it. Attempts at dishonesty will be met with severe reprisals, up to and including defenestration. For further discussion of penalties, see the appropriate section of your student handbook. 

Personal Stuff
While we will operate in an atmosphere of mutual respect and tolerance, please don't write about anything you would be uncomfortable having discussed in class.

A final note
The instructor reserves the right to alter this syllabus in any way that best serves the mission of the class. More specifically and for example, readings may be changed as the semester proceeds.

COURSE OUTLINE
Template for Summer I 2007
	Date

	Topic
	Assignments 

	Week 1
	
	 

	
	
	

	Tuesday June 2
	Introductions, syllabus.
	

	Wednesday June 3
	Syllabus review/quiz, Diagnostic.
	

	Thursday June 4
	Rhetoric is not a dirty word.
	Reading Rhetorically, Bean Chap. 1, 2

	Friday June 5
	Bean Chap. 1, 2
	 Bean Chap. 3, 4

	
	
	

	Week 2
	
	

	
	
	

	Monday       June 8
	Bean Chap. 3, 4
	Bean Chap. 5

	Tuesday       June 9
	Bean Chap. 5; Intro to description
	

	Wednesday  June 10
	Workshop
	

	Thursday     June 11
	Peer Review
	

	Friday           June 12
	Last Chance Workshop
	“16 Minutes”

	
	
	

	Week 3
	
	

	
	
	

	Monday       June 15
	Description due; Intro to Autobio
	

	Tuesday       June 15
	Autobio workshop
	

	Wednesday  June 17
	LCW
	

	Thursday     June 18
	Autobio due; Intro to profile
	

	Friday           June 19
	Workshop
	

	
	
	

	Week 4
	
	

	
	
	

	Monday       June 22
	Workshop
	

	Tuesday       June 23
	Peer Rev
	

	Wednesday  June 24
	LCW
	

	Thursday     June 25
	Profile due; Intro to Solution
	

	Friday           June 26
	Workshop
	

	
	
	

	Week 5
	
	

	
	
	

	Monday June 29
	Solution Peer Rev
	

	Tuesday June 30
	LCW
	

	Wednesday July 1
	Solution Due; intro to revision; workshop
	

	Thursday July 2
	Revision and Journal due
	

	
	
	


