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Responsible Party Model 
• Viable Party organization would. . .

– Have a “bottom-up” organization
• people elect precinct captains
• Precinct captains elect ward committee members
• Ward committee members elect county committee 

members
• County committee members elect state central 

committee members
• State committee members select the state chair(s)
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Responsible Party Model 
• Viable Party organization would. . .

– Have continuity in leadership at state and local levels
• County and state chairs
• County and state headquarters and staff
• Resources (money, polls, political/media consultants

– Develop state platforms
• Candidates should run on this platform

– Nominate candidates for public office (Chapters 9 and 
10)
• Caucus convention
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Responsible Party Model 

• Viable Party organization would. . .
– Campaign for candidates (Chapter 11)

• Ads, literature drops, parades

– Fund candidates (Chapter 12)
• Party should fund candidate’s elections

– Voter mobilization (Chapters 10 and 11)
• Register and GOTV (Get Out The Vote)
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What is the primary goal of 
political parties?

• Nominate and elect public officials
• Parties organize to do this

– Precinct
– Ward/Township
– County

• Organize to nominate/elect city and county public officials
– State 

• Organize to nominate/elect state wide public officials
• Write state platform/select delegates to national conventions

Primarily Organize Party
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The Basic 
Structure of 
American 
Political 
Parties
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The Reality: Weak Parties

• Weak Parties (1960s and 1970s)
– Changing times leading to weak parties

• Direct primary replaced caucus/convention system
– Democratic voters nominated party candidates not party members
– Eu v. San Francisco County Democratic Central Committee

• Rise of Political Action Committees/Direct Mail
– Provided source of money for candidates, not the party
– Direct mail to party members to raise money for a candidate

• Rise of the electronic media
– Replaced door-to-door lit drops

• Rise of political consultants
– Replaced the party leader as chief strategist
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How Parties Actually Function 
• In reality, do parties. . .

– Have a “bottom-up” organization?
• party members don’t elect precinct captains
• Precinct captains elect ward committee members
• Ward committee members elect county committee members
• County committee members elect state central committee 

members
• State committee members nominate the state chair(s) and 

elected by the State convention
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How Parties Actually Function 
– Have continuity in leadership at the state level?

• State chairs
• State headquarters
• State staff
• State Resources

– Finances
– Candidate support
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Revival of State Parties
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Virginia Democratic Party
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Florida Republican Party
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How Parties Actually Function 

– Have continuity in leadership at the local level?
• County chairs and precinct captains
• County staff
• Resources
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• Revival of Local Political Parties (1980s-2003)
– Local Parties Revitalized 
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How Parties Actually Function 

– Develop state platforms
• States develop a platform

– All state parties develop a platform

• Candidates should run on this platform
– Candidates pick and choose what issues to run on

15Monday, September 27, 2010



  

Conclusion
• Local and State Parties Stronger Now Than in 

1970s
• To what extent does the organization of parties 

correspond to the Responsible Party Model?
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Where did the money come from to strengthen 
parties?
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