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Party Identification: Ideal

• See everyone affiliated with a political party
• Want a rational voter

– Seeks knowledge about issues/candidates
– Becomes knowledgeable
– Votes straight party ticket

• Independents arise only in response to 
failure of parties to remain relevant to 
people
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Are all adults party members (2004)

50% 40%
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Are all adults party members (2004)? 
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History of Party ID

36

36

28

5Tuesday, November 23, 2010



  

Strength of Party ID
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Party and Presidential Voting
% Republicans Voting Republican

Goldwater

Bush I

Watergate
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Party and Presidential Voting

Stevenson/
Eisenhower

McGovern Carter/Reagan
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Myth of the Independent

• What is the stereotype of the independent 
voter?
– Well educated
– Informed
– Involved in the political process
– Votes regularly
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Myth of the Independent

10Tuesday, November 23, 2010



  

Myth of the Independent
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Myth of the Independent
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Myth of the Independent
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Myth of the Independent
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Summary

• Are American party members?
• Do we have a rational voter?
• Do independents increase in number as a 

result of disenchantment with the two major 
parties?
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