Your Names ________________________________________________________________

Your State __________________________________________

 Date __________________

U.S. Senate Election Project

Introduction:  In this project we will be looking at 2010 Senate elections. 

Grading: This project will be worth 100 points. Your team will receive the same grade. Written parts of this project are worth more than the data collection parts. Make sure all paragraph have a good topic sentence and the rest of your paragraph develops the points you make in the topic sentence. Divide the work between team members when possible. However, writing assignments require you to “put your heads together.”
Part I: Who is Running for U.S. Senate in Your State?

Assigned Race: You will be assigned one of the following Senate races: Arkansas, California, Colorado, Connecticut, Delaware, Florida, Illinois, Indiana, Kentucky, Louisiana, Missouri, Nevada, New Hampshire, New York, North Carolina, Ohio, or Pennsylvania.
1. Go to this website: http://www.pollster.com
2. On the right hand side, look for “Polls and Charts”, find your state and click on the abbreviation.

3. Look under “2010 Senate” and see if there is a Democratic and/or Republican primary. If there is double click the primaries, browse through them, and determine who is likely to be the winners of the Democratic and Republican primaries. This is simply your best guess on who will be the Democratic and Republican nominees for the U.S. Senate general election. Fill out the following form. (Note you may have to look at a poll to determine who the two party nominees are for this Senate seat.)

	
	Democratic Nominee
	Republican Nominee

	U. S. Senate Seat
	
	


4. Log on to the computer and go to this website:  http://www.politics1.com/
5. Find the “State and Federal Candidates” link at the top of the splash page and double click it.

6. When you get to this website, click on your state. 

7. Look for “U.S. Senator” and find your two candidates.

Part II: Political Biography of Senatorial Candidates

Introduction: Most politicians running for higher office have had a lot of experience in government and their communities. They are most often married with a family and they have higher educations. In this part of the project, I would like you to compare the political biographies of the Republican and Democratic candidates. 
1. Under “U.S. Senator”, find your two candidates you selected above and click on their names to go to their website. If it does not take you to a website that includes biographical information, you will have to do a Google search to find out biographical information about them.

2. Assignment: 

a. Fill out the work sheet called “Political Biography Form.” 


Your Names ________________________________ Date _____________________________

Political Biography Form

Democrat’s Name ______________________________________________________

PERSONAL

Birth Date:
Hometown:
Married or Single: 

Number of Children: 

Religion:
EDUCATION (List All Degrees and Universities):

EXPERIENCE

Businesses Owned, Past Careers, Board Memberships:

Political Experience / Elected Offices:

Republican’s Name _____________________________________________________

PERSONAL

Birth Date:
Hometown:
Married or Single: 

Number of Children: 

Religion:
EDUCATION (List All Degrees and Universities):

EXPERIENCE

Businesses Owned, Past Careers, Board Memberships:

Political Experience / Elected Offices:

Writing Assignment 1 Who is the stronger candidate? Justify your answer by referring to the biographies, including education, previous political experience (in government), and other experience as applicable.



Part III: The Political Environment

The national political environment can affect attitudes toward politics at the state level. Heavily Democratic or heavily Republican states are less like to be affected than states that are evenly divided between Democrats and Republicans and have a substantial number of independents. What is the national mood? To do this let’s look at some current statistics.

1. Go to www.pollster.com and click on:

2.  “Obama Job Approval.” The President’s Party loses seats in Congress in Midterm elections (like this year’s election). If the President’s approval rating is down in an election year, it will hurt his party’s candidates more than if his approval is high. Answer these questions:

What is President Obama’s job approval rating now?  ________%

What is the trend? ____________________________________________________________

What implication does this have for your Senate race?

2. “National House Ballot.” We ask the question, “what party do you want to control Congress?”

What party do the people want to control Congress? ______________________

What is the trend? _____________________________________________________________

What implication does this have for your Senate race? 

3. Let’s see how Presidents fare in Midterm elections. Go to this website: 

http://www.presidency.ucsb.edu/data/mid-term_elections.php
Since 1934, what has been the average number of Senate seats lost in a Midterm election (add the number of Senate seats gained, lost or drawn and divide by the number of cases you added)? 

_____________________

Below is a graph relating Presidential Approval to Senate seats lost.

Chart A
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Chart B
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What trend in exists between Presidential approval and Senate seats lost (Chart A)?

If President Obama’s approval rating dips to 45 percent, how many Senate seats do you think he will lose and why (Chart B)?

Given 1) this trend, 2) the national house ballot, and 3) Presidential approval rating, will one of the candidates in your Senate race benefit from this political environment?

Part IV: Public Opinion Polls

Introduction: Political scientists use public opinion polls to gauge the amount of popular support a Senatorial candidate. In these polls, efforts are made to make sure the people polled or questioned are representative of all people (all people in a state or in the nation, for example). For example, if 12 percent of Americans are African-American, pollsters want 12 percent of the respondents (the people polled) to be African-Americans. 

Polls have a “margin of error.” This simply measures the accuracy of the poll. If 36 percent of the respondents believe that they will support Senator Hillary Clinton and margin of error is 3.7 percent, then Senator Clinton’s support might really be between 36 + 3.7 =  39.7 percent at the high end or 36 – 3.7 = 32.3 percent at the low end.

Look at this poll and notice what various elements of the poll mean.

  Organization

   Dates Poll

 Number of

Who Was
Margin of

Conducting Poll
Was Conducted
Respondents

  Polled?
   Error


[image: image3.png]Quinnipiac University Poll. Aug. 7-13, 2007.
N=717 registered Democrats nationwide. MoE +
3.7.
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Candidate
Percentage of Respondents

      Dates of Current and





 Supporting the Candidate

            Previous Polls

1. How many polls are reported in the above polling report?  _____________

2. On what date was the last poll conducted? ___________________________
3. What is the margin of error of this poll? _______________%

4. What is the least percentage of the vote that Barak Obama received in 2007? ________%

5. In what poll did Senator Clinton have the least lead over Senator Obama (give the date of the poll)?  _________________________

Support for Your Senatorial Candidates
1. Go to this website: http://www.pollster.com (to double check, you can go to www.realclearpolitics.com and click on “Polls”. This is located toward the top of the splash page. Then, Click on “Election 2010” and browse the polls on that webpage—which you may find on the left hand side of the webpage. If you cannot find a poll for your Senatorial race, go to the bottom of the page and click “Next.” Do this until you find the most recent poll. Use the most recent poll (within the past 3 months) that polls “Likely Voters.” This is abbreviated LV. If the only poll of likely voters is more than 3 months old, see me immediately!
2. When you get to the www.pollster.com webpage, look for your state on the right and double click it.

3. Find the U.S. Senate poll for your two candidates.
4. What is the date of the most recent poll for both party candidates? ______________________________

5.  In the most recent poll of likely voters (including one minor party candidate if there is one), what is the percentage support the Democratic, Republican, and minor party candidates are getting? Fill out the spaces below.

 Name of Candidate                           Percent

Democrat______________________

______

       


Republican_____________________
 ______

Other
________________________    
 ______

Other
________________________    
 ______

 Undecided/Don’t know

   
 ______

6. What is the margin of error of this poll? ______________


7. Given the margin of error, what is the highest and lowest percentage of support each candidate has? (See point 10 below. It explains how to compute and interpret the margin of error).





Name


        Lowest 
Highest

Democratic__________________             ______
______

Republican__________________             ______
______

Other

__________________       ______
______

Other

__________________      ______
______

Undecided/Don’t Know___________      ______
______

8.  Look at the following table:

[image: image4.jpg]CNN/Opinion Research Corporation Poll. July 27-29, 2008. N=914 registered voters nationwide. Mo + 3.
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The margin of error for this survey is plus/minus 3 percent. 

The July 27-29th survey reports that, considering the margin of error, McCain could have between 41 and 47 percent of the vote and Obama between 54 and 48 percent of the vote. If the survey was not that accurate, it could be Obama had 48 percent of the vote and McCain 47 percent of the vote. We could conclude that Obama is ahead by 1 percentage point.
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The June 26-29 survey must be interpreted differently. Considering the margin of error, McCain could have between 42 and 48 percent of the vote and Obama between 53 and 47 percent of the vote. Since it is statistically possible that McCain and Obama could have the same percent of the vote (48 or 47 percent)—that is to say they are even or tied—then we say the survey results “fall within the margin of error.” This is a fancy way of saying that they could be tied!
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Writing Assignment: Look at “Question 7” above.  Given the margin of error for the Republican and Democratic candidates, who is ahead, and is it possible that the two candidates’ support falls within the margin of error? Justify your position by using statistics to support your conclusion.


9. In this section, analyze the support that the candidates are getting among likely voters.


a. Go to the class website and download the Excel spreadsheet entitled Rasmussen Polls.


b. Open the spreadsheet.


c. Find the poll that pits the two candidates against one another.


d. Fill out the following table:

	Candidate
	Current Support
	Male
	Female
	White
	Blacks
	Other
	Democrat
	Republican
	Other
	Conservative
	Moderate
	Liberal

	Dem:
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Rep:
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Others:
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Undecided
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


e. Now go to http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/23925889

f. Click on your state.


g. Look at the exit poll and fill out the following table:

	Candidate
	Current Support
	Male
	Female
	White
	Blacks
	Other
	Democrat
	Republican
	Other
	Conservative
	Moderate
	Liberal

	Obama (Democrat)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	McCain (Republican)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Others:
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Undecided
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


h. Compare the two tables. Assume that the 2008 exit poll represents the party base. Compare the exit poll to the Rasmussen poll. Do you find that the 2010 Democrat and Republican candidates are securing their base? For example, in 2008 75 percent of conservatives may have voted for McCain but in your Senate race, only 55 percent of conservatives may be voting for the Republican candidate. If this were the case, the Republican candidate is not securing the conservative vote that is part of their political base.

Writing Assignment: Answer these two questions: 1. Who is winning the independent (other) vote and what implication does this have for this election? 2. Are the Democrat and Republican candidates getting the support of their base and what implication does this have for this race? 

Part V: Candidate’s War Chest—Money, Money, Money!

Introduction: In this part of your exercise, you will look at how much money Senatorial candidates have collected, spent, and have left to spend. 

To read this chart you need to know several things. First, candidates are required to report how much money they have raised and spent. Second, Campaign finance information is reported quarterly (January-March, April-June, July-September, and October-December). September 30 refers to the money raised all year and reported on the September report. 



Most Recent
Total Money



Total Money  Money for



     Report
     Raised             


     Spent
 Later


[image: image5.png]Raised: I $5,793,398
Spent: B 52,001,668
CashonHand:  $4129747

Last Report:  September 30, 2009

B PAC contributions $2,761,439 (48%)
© Individual contributions $2,884 516 (50%)

Candidate self-financing $0 (0%)
m Other $147,443 (3%)





Money is important in politics because it buys you yard signs, tv commercials, campaign literature to mail to people, and campaign consultants, for example. Without money, you really can’t let people know who you are and your stance on the issues. You have to have enough money to win. BUT money isn’t all, I doubt that all the money in the world would get Usama bin Laden elected President in the US—if he could run!

People give to Senatorial candidates for different reasons. Generally, if people think their candidate has a chance to win or to make a valuable contribution to the campaign, they give money. Candidates with little chance of getting elected raise little money. After all, why give your hard-earned money to someone who is going to lose? Would you flush $100 down the toilet?

1. If you are not logged on, log on and go to this website:     http://www.opensecrets.org/

2. When you get here, find the link to Politicians and Elections that is on the splash page.

3. Drag down “Congressional Elections”.

4. Under “Search by State” on the right, select your state and click the green arrow (alternatively, click on your state on the map).

5. Next to “Select and Election Cycle,” select 2010.

6. Under “Race” click Senate.
7. Compare the money given to both your Senatorial candidates. Complete Part A of the “Candidate Funding” worksheet. 

8. Complete Part B that asks you examine PAC funding.

Candidate Funding

Part A

1. How much money have the following candidates raised?

Republican Candidate $_________________ Democratic Candidate $_____________________

2. How much money have the following candidates spent?

Republican Candidate $_________________ Democratic Candidate $_____________________

3. How much money do they have on hand?

Republican Candidate $_________________ Democratic Candidate $_____________________

4. Did the candidates get most money from PACs, Individuals, or from Self-Financing?

Republican Candidate _________________ Democratic Candidate _____________________

5. How much money did the candidates raise from Individuals?

Republican Candidate _________________ Democratic Candidate _____________________

6. How much money did the candidates raise from PACs?

Republican Candidate _________________ Democratic Candidate _____________________




Writing Assignment. Who raised more money and why? Refer to both candidates and 

consider the amount of money raised, public opinion polls, and candidate biographies. Write a good paragraph defending your opinion. Make sure you use statistics.

Part B

In this section, analyze the interest group/PAC support each candidate is receiving. First, we will look at the PACs tab that lists donations from business, labor, ideological, and other PACs and political parties. This will give you some idea about the whether business and labor support the Republican and Democratic parties respectively. Second, we will look at the Sectors tab. The Sectors tab gives us more specific information on what interest groups/PACs are supporting the Democratic and Republican candidates. Refer back to your notes on what groups support what party.

Click the blue PACs tab and list the amount of money donated to the Democratic and Republican candidates’ campaign.

	
	Businesses
	Labor Unions
	Ideological (conservative, liberal, pro-choice, pro-life, etc.)
	Other (political parties)

	Republican

Candidate
	$
	$
	$
	$

	Democratic

Candidate
	$
	$
	$
	$


Click the blue Sectors tab and find the top four groups that support each candidate. Enter that information in the table below.

Republican Candidate

	
	Sector contributing the most money
	Sector contributing the second most money
	Sector contributing the third most money
	Sector contributing the fourth most money

	Name of Sector


	
	
	
	

	Does this sector usually support the Republican Party

(circle yes or no)


	Yes

No
	Yes

No
	Yes

No
	Yes

No

	Amount Given


	$
	$
	$
	$


Democratic Candidate

	
	Sector contributing the most money
	Sector contributing the second most money
	Sector contributing the third most money
	Sector contributing the fourth most money

	Name of Sector


	
	
	
	

	Does this sector usually support the Democratic Party

(circle yes or no)


	Yes

No
	Yes

No
	Yes

No
	Yes

No

	Amount given


	$
	$
	$
	$





Writing Assignment: By reflecting on the above two matrixes (Democratic and Republican tables), do interest groups/PACs usually associated with the Democratic and Republican parties contribute to their usual candidates? If not, why do you think PACs are giving money to party candidates they don’t usually support?

Part V: In the News

We have been looking at statistics to help discover something about your state’s Senate election. However, another source of information is the state’s major newspaper. In this part, you will identify your state’s newspaper and learn something about the campaign.

1. If you don’t know your state’s capital, look just inside the cover of your State and Local Government text or go to this website: http://geography.about.com/od/lists/a/statecapitals.htm Locate your state and its capital.

2. Open the following website:

http://www.onlinenewspapers.com/usstate/usatable.htm

3. When you open this page, click on your state.

4. Then click on your capital city newspaper(s). Find the best newspaper if there is more than one. Check out the newspaper in the state capital or larger city. For example, California’s capital is Sacramento and one good newspaper is the Sacramento Bee. On the other hand, the most prestigious paper, in the opinion of many, is the Los Angeles Times.

6. Click any links to politics, state news, polls, presidential primaries or caucuses. In some states, “campaign” or political news falls under the category of “News.”

7. List any links you think are important that you will want to come back to and list them here:

State Newspaper URL:

8. Each team member should find one newspaper article in the last month that discusses the Senate race. Use this article to answer the question in part VI.

Part VI: Who Has the Advantage Right Now

Writing Assignment: If the election were held today, who would win? Answer this question by referring to candidate biographies, newspaper articles, recent polls, and candidate campaign funds (amount of money they have collected, spent, and have on hand; PAC, individual, and self-financing figures; and support from PACs/Interest Groups that normally support the candidate’s political party). This should be a major paragraph(s) and draw all the information you know about this race. Use statistics to support your conclusion.
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