Assignment 1:  Rhetorical Analysis

The purpose of this assignment is to demonstrate your understanding of rhetorical situation and rhetorical strategies by conducting a rhetorical analysis of an editorial from this week’s newspaper.

Assignment goals:

· Demonstrate familiarity with rhetorical strategies of ethos, pathos, and logos;

· Demonstrate ability to identify and analyze rhetorical situation, including the audience(s), purpose(s), topic, and context;

· Demonstrate ability to structure an analysis of the rhetorical situation and strategies in a brief (3-5 pages) essay format.

Assignment protocol:

Choose an opinion piece from this week’s newspaper. In selecting an article to analyze, make sure it makes an argument: You should be able to identify a claim and supports for that claim in the article.  If you cannot identify a claim, choose another article.  If you cannot identify uses of ethos, logos, and pathos in the article, choose another article.

The length does not matter, but be sure that you have enough material to talk about for 3-5 pages!
In writing the analysis, make sure to accomplish the following: 

· Identify and explain the article's rhetorical situation by focusing on the main purpose and target audience. An article may have several audiences and even more than one purpose.  Identify the intended audience, drawing on your knowledge of the context as well as evidence from the text of the article.  Identify the central claim, again citing evidence from the text of the article.

· Identify and analyze how the author uses the rhetorical strategies of ethos, logos, and pathos to support his or her claim for the target audience.  Discuss how the writer employs each of the rhetorical strategies we studied in class: ethos, pathos, and logos.  You should also consider organization, format, tone, and style.

· You may choose to organize your essay according to each of the three appeals or according to the content of the article.  Whatever organizational structure you choose, it should make sense for your own purpose.

· You must submit both your analysis and the original article to me.  I cannot accept essays that do not include the original article!
Grading standards:

In this assignment, I am looking to see that you have done the following things well:

· Correctly identified and analyzed the use of ethos, logos, and pathos in the article;

· Correctly identified and analyzed the rhetorical situation of the article, including audience, purpose, claim, and context;

· Organized your essay in a coherent and effective manner;

· Constructed effective paragraphs and sentences;

· Formatted your essay according the MLA style guide in your St. Martin’s Handbook.

Specific guidelines for completing each step of the essay are included on the review sheets we will use in our peer review workshops.

