Essay 1: Early Texts Literary Review

Due: February 11, 2008

The purpose of this assignment is to demonstrate your ability to evaluate and contextualize an African American literary work (poem, short story, play, etc.).

Assignment goals:

· Demonstrate ability to briefly summarize key points and significance of a text;

· Demonstrate ability to identify and analyze the context, audience, and major themes of a literary text;

· Demonstrate ability to argue evaluative points about a literary text;

· Demonstrate ability to structure a coherent evaluation in a brief (3-5 pages) essay format.

Assignment protocol:

Choose an 18th or 19th century African American literary text (you may use one we read for class, or you may choose another text). For that text, compose a review essay that conveys to the reader a sense of the text’s content and structure and its role in the African American (or American) literary tradition.

In writing the review, make sure to accomplish the following: 

· Briefly summarize the content of the work, including the topic, plot, characters, etc., as appropriate for your chosen text (poems, for example, will rarely have plots or characters, while short stories always will).  

· Identify the major theme(s) or purpose(s) of the work.

· Discuss the cultural contexts of the work, including the time period, background on the author, historical themes or issues that pertain to the work, etc., using outside sources as necessary.

· Discuss how the author approaches and accomplishes the major theme(s) or purpose(s) of the work.

· Evaluate the significance of the work, perhaps including information about its cultural and historical merit, its influence on later writers, or its social significance. 

Note that you will have to conduct some research to accomplish these tasks!

Grading standards:

In this assignment, I am looking to see that you have done the following things well:

· Adequately summarized the text and its contexts;

· Made connections between the text and the larger cultural themes we have been discussing this semester;

· Organized your essay in a coherent and effective manner;

· Constructed effective paragraphs and sentences;

· Formatted your essay according the MLA style.
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