Oral Presentation Guidelines

Date:___________________

Assignment Goals

· Demonstrate ability to translate written research into oral communication

· Demonstrate ability to gauge an audience’s needs and interests

· Demonstrate ability to discern most important elements of a large project and summarize them in a brief presentation

· Demonstrate ability to organize, practice, and deliver a professional oral presentation

Assignment Protocol

You will deliver a five- to seven-minute extemporaneous oral presentation of an argument analysis. 

Each group will present together; however, groups are not required to coordinate their presentations. Each member of the group will have five to seven minutes to present a well-organized and informative analysis of an argument that s/he has found. 
Choose an argument to analyze (possibly an advertisement, newspaper article, e-mail, or visual text). Because you have only five or seven minutes, the argument you choose should be clear, direct and short. It may be an effective argument or it may be ineffective.

You must summarize or present the argument to the audience before you begin your analysis. You may do this through the use of visual aids (i.e., show us a copy of what you will analyze), or you may summarize the main points of a textual argument. This summary counts as part of your five to seven minutes.

Then, briefly analyze for your audience why and how this argument works or does not work. You may choose to analyze the rhetorical situation, the appeals, the warrants, and/or the style of the argument. You do not have to address all of these points, but you will address at least one.

After all members of the group have presented, audience members will have the opportunity to pose questions to the panel.

You are encouraged to use note cards to aid in your delivery, but you may not read your presentation. 

Your presentations should be well organized and clear. You should present professionally, according to the guidelines provided on the Oral Presentation Skills handout (also available online).
Grading Standards
In grading this assignment, I will look to see that you have done the following things well:

· Organized your presentation clearly and effectively for your audience;

· Provided a clear summary of the argument you have chosen;

· Adequately analyzed the effectiveness of the argument, with well chosen reasons and evidence;

· Used language appropriate for the audience and formality of your presentation;

· Maintained professional composure throughout;

· Responded to questions with authority, grace, and professionalism.

A complete grading rubric is available online.

