Assignment 1: Literacy Narrative
Assignment Objectives:

· Examine your literacy, broadly defined, and imagine literacy (yours and others’) in terms of how readers and writers react to and interpret language in particular ways, and how they produce and use language to achieve certain kinds of goals. 

· Learn to use narration as a rhetorical method to achieve a specific purpose.

· Learn to direct a narration to a specific audience and accommodate that audience in the telling of your story.

· Demonstrate the understanding of how style, point of view, and organization function in a narrative.

Assignment Protocol:
Please write a short narration (3 to 5 pages) recounting a significant literacy event or development in your life. In the broadest sense, this assignment asks you to reflect in some way upon the roles that reading, writing, and community have played in your life—to consider, in other words, how you became the literate person you are now and are still in the process of becoming. 

By creating or retelling a sequence of occurrences (that relates to your literacy development), you will be using narration for a specific purpose: to argue a point, create a mood, or provide an example. Whatever your purpose, you’ll need to determine exactly what point you want to make—a general point that you’ll bring to life with specific relevant and representative examples. You will also want to keep a specific audience of readers in mind as you write. Therefore, the key to writing a successful narrative is to choose—you’ll need to choose the most important details, characters, and dialogue to make certain that the setting, point of view, and organizational pattern work to your advantage. 
We will discuss possible topics in class. 

Grading Standards:

· The narrative has developed a clear purpose and thesis.

· The author has demonstrated a clear sense of his/her audience and provides an appropriate level of explanation for that audience.

· The narrative is organized into an order (either straight chronological or otherwise) that serves to advance the purpose of the narrative.  Readers can easily follow the organization.  Verb tenses and transitions are effectively used to help the reader understand the chronology.

· The narrative selects memorable and telling details and presents them in a style that will appeal to the intended audience.

· The narrative demonstrates a sophisticated level of reflection on the topic of personal literacy.

