Audience Analysis Assignment Guidelines

Assignment Objectives

In this assignment, you are encouraged and expected to 

· Demonstrate engagement in your community;

· Demonstrate an ability to connect the rhetorical concepts you have learned in this class to the world outside the classroom environment;

· Demonstrate an ability to assess the rhetorical situation of a public gathering, including assessing the context and audience needs;

· Demonstrate an ability to use your rhetorical analysis skills in a practical setting by responding to the situation and audience in an effective manner;

· Reflect upon your analysis of the situation, including an assessment of how well you were able to respond.

Assignment Protocol
For this assignment, you will attend a public event on campus that includes the opportunity to participate in discussion. You might attend a discussion session, a lecture that includes a question-and-answer period, or any other event where you have the chance to speak to an audience.  At this event, you are required to speak: ask a question, participate in the discussion, or speak in whatever fashion is appropriate for your venue.

After the event, write a 2 – 3 page analysis of your audience and your response to them. This analysis should answer the following questions:

· Who was the audience? (Your audience will likely be mixed, which means the following questions may have multiple answers.)

· What is their background and knowledge level concerning the topic on which you spoke?

· Do they have any biases, either about the topic, the event, or your speaking?

· Do they share your point of view?

· What impression were you trying to make on this audience?

· What specific actions did you take in my speaking approach that would accommodate your audience?

· Were you more formal than usual?

· Did you formulate your response or question in a specific way to best appeal to your audience(s)?

· Did you avoid saying certain things, or did you intentionally include other points, because you knew your audience would or would not want to hear them?

· How well was your participation received?

· Did the audience seem interested?

· Did they agree or disagree?

· Did they seem to understand your contribution?

· Did they respond in the way you wanted them to respond?

· What might you have done differently to get a better response from this audience?

Your analysis must include the time, date, and place of the event you attended. It must be submitted no later than two weeks after the event.

Grading Standards
When I read these analyses, I will be looking to see that you have done the following:

· Demonstrated engagement in a community event;

· Demonstrated an understanding of audience analysis, including assessing your audience’s needs, biases, and expectations;

· Formulated a response suitable for that audience;

· Discussed your audience and performance in an effectively organized short paper, using analysis and narration;

· Formulated effective sentences and paragraphs;

· Formatted your paper according MLA style.

