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ENGL 111D:  Freshman Composition and Introduction to Library Research

Spring 2008

T/Th 1:10-2:25

McClurg 114

Instructor: 

Dr. Rhonda Armstrong

Office:


McClurg 103

E-mail:

rhonda.armstrong@newberry.edu

Website:

www.newberry-college.net/rarmstrong

Phone:

5196



Required Texts:

Glenn, Cheryl. Making Sense: A Real-World Rhetorical Reader, second edition.  New York: Bedford/St. Martin’s, 2004.  ISBN 0-312-41311-4

Lunsford, Andrea A. The St. Martin’s Handbook, sixth edition. New York: Bedford/St. Martin’s, 2008. ISBN 0-312-44315-3

Course Description
This course is designed to prepare students for academic writing and to develop critical thinking and communication skills that will help them succeed in college, in their chosen professions, and in their personal lives.  Students will practice posing questions, reading critically, summarizing and responding to scholarly writing, exploring questions through research, and arguing a thesis.

Objectives

During this course, students will:

1) Review and master editorial elements of effecting writing; sentence and paragraph development, grammar, diction, punctuation, and other mechanical elements.

2) Write and revise six compositions for different purposes and audiences, using various modes of discourse and modes of organization.

3) Practice the writing process by evaluating, editing, and revising their own work and critiquing the work of their peers.

4) Practice research skills (a) using a variety of media, both traditional and electronic (b) including source evaluation, note-taking, and documentation.

5) Improve methods of critical analysis and evaluation by responding to readings and visual images.

6) Develop an understanding of various media’s presentation of messages to audiences and influences upon those audiences.

7) Use computers to develop their writing skills.

Instructional Methods

Student learning will occur through a combination of reading; discussion; lecture; writing, both formal and informal, in class and out of class; peer review and workshop; oral presentation; and personal conferences.

  

Requirements
You will be expected to

1.  attend all class meetings, prepared (see attendance policy, below);

2.  participate in class discussions;

3.  participate in in-class writing exercises;

4.  participate in draft workshops and group work (you prepare a complete draft that is ready to share on the day it is due);

5.  propose, draft,  and write six essays of various lengths and purposes (submit each essay in a folder, along with any rough draft(s), revisions of your proposals/thesis statements, signed peer review comments from draft workshops, and other materials and notes that represent the various stages of your work, including notes, photocopies, or printouts from any sources your have used);

6.  submit all work in person and on time (at the beginning of class on the day it is due; late papers will be docked one letter grade per day, including the day it is due, if turned in after the beginning of class, unless you get my approval for an extension before the due date);

7.  submit, at the end of term, a one-folder portfolio of all your written work for this course: final drafts of  papers and journal statements.  (If you would like to have your portfolio returned, please submit a self-addressed large envelope with plenty of postage.)

Please note:  Passing the course requires timely completion of all of the assignments, long and short, in-class and out-of-class.
 

Attendance

This course engages a community of learners, and there can only be community when people are present, both physically and intellectually. Therefore, your attendance and your participation are required. To plan for success in this course, you must abide by the following guidelines:

· Absences will be noted and will result in a lowering of your participation grade. Excessive absences (more than five) will result in the lowering of your final grade, down to and including an F for the course. There are no excused absences

· You are expected to conduct yourselves professionally; consequently, disruptions to the learning environment will not be tolerated. 

· If you interfere with instruction, you will be dismissed from class and will receive both an absence and a zero for that day.

· Before class, you must turn off personal electronic equipment, such as cellular telephones and pagers—and keep it off throughout the class. Failure to do so will result in forfeiting this equipment to your professor.

· In order to be an active participant in your learning, you are expected to be prepared for class. 

· If you are not prepared to participate, or if you are otherwise engaged during class (e.g., you are sleeping, texting, doing a crossword puzzle, or completing homework for another class), you may be asked to leave and you may be counted absent.

· Written assignments are due at the beginning of the class period.  

· Late papers and projects will not be accepted except at the discretion of your professor as explained above under “Absences.”

· If you are enrolled in English 111, you must score at least a “C” (75) in order to be eligible for English 112; you must also score a “C” (75) or better in English 112 to move into an upper-level English course. Grades below a “C” in these courses require you to repeat them. See English Department grading scale below.
Evaluation
  

Participation:  attendance, discussion, preparation, in-class writing, group work and presentations




 = 15%

  

Essays: #1  Rhetorical Analysis 

= 10%

             #2  Narrative 



= 10%

             #3  Definition Essay 


= 15%

             #4  Rebuttal 



= 15%

             #5  Revision (of Essay 1, 2 or 3)
= 15%


 #6  Audience analysis

= 10%

  

Weekly journals (10 of 15)


= 10%

A detailed assignment sheet for each assignment is available online.  Please print them out and read them carefully.  Each assignment will be discussed in class, and you are encouraged to ask questions, both in class and during private meetings with me, about any aspect of any assignment.  

Please note that we work collaboratively in class. Trust is essential in the writer-reader relationship; therefore, you are expected to treat others’ work with respect and discretion. Likewise, you will want to avoid writing about topics that you aren’t willing to share with your classmates.

Grading standards are available online and will be discussed in detail before the first assignment.  Specific standards for each assignment are detailed on each assignment sheet, also available online.  Please print them out and read them carefully.

English Department numerical equivalents for computation of final grades:

A
= 93-100   

B+ 
= 90-92
 

B 
= 85-89   

C+
= 80-84  

C
= 75-79
 

D+ 
= 70-74  

D 
= 65-69


F
= 0-64

  

Office Conferences

Plan to have at least two conferences with me this semester to discuss your written work (at any stage of the process) and your progress in the course. Try to have the first conference early in the course; don’t delay. 

Also consider taking your ideas and your written work to the Writing Center in Wright Hall, where trained peer tutors will consult with writers about any piece of writing at any stage of the writing process. For more information, call the Writing Center at 321-5216.

You are also welcome to meet with me even if you are not experiencing problems in this class! Please, never hesitate to stop by office hours or to make an appointment with me.

Academic Honesty

Newberry College and your professor deal severely with cheating and plagiarism.  Students who cheat on assignments or tests, who knowingly use another’s ideas or words without proper documentation, or who submit another’s work will receive the maximum penalty:  failure of the course and a report to the Dean for Student Affairs.  See the Student Handbook for details on college policies on cheating, plagiarism, and academic honesty.
Complete information on this policy can be found in your Student Handbook, available online at http://www.newberry.edu/documents/documents/50.pdf
We will spend considerable class time on issues related to plagiarism and citation in particular.

Communication Across the Curriculum Program

Students complete Level 1 of CACP requirements by passing English 111 with a “C” or better.  Once students have met the Level 1 requirement, they may begin submitting Level 2 papers.  For details, see the CACP manual at http://www.newberry.edu/academics/cacpprogram.asp
Students with Special Needs
If you are a student with a documented learning disability who requires special accommodations, it is your responsibility to contact the office of Disabilities Support Services (located in Holland Hall, suite 200, ext 5110) to make such arrangements. Following a confidential interview, the Director of Disabilities Support Services will contact your instructors to inform them of your special needs. Note: your instructors are not permitted to discuss your disabilities with you until you have registered with the office of Disabilities Support Services. For further information, please visit the following website: http://www.newberry-college.net/dss
 
This syllabus is a contract between the professor and students. If you choose to remain in the class, you agree to know and abide by the policies stated herein.

Course Schedule

Like any piece of writing, this schedule is subject to judicious revision.  In the event of changes to readings, written assignments, or due dates, ample notice will be provided in class.  It is your responsibility to keep up with announced changes.

MS = Making Sense
BH = Bedford Handbook

	Date
	      Class Topic
	Reading Due

Writing Due

	T
	1/8
	Introduction to the course
	

	Th
	1/10
	Rhetorical Strategy / Introduction to Rhetoric
	BH: Ch. 9; Assignment guidelines for Rhetorical Analysis

	T
	1/15
	Introduction to Rhetoric: Ethos and Pathos
	BH: Ch. 11

	Th
	1/17
	Introduction to Rhetoric: Logos

Introduction to Audience Analysis
	Assignment Guidelines for Audience Analysis

	T
	1/22
	Rhetorical analysis
	MS: King, “Letter from Birmingham Jail”

	Th
	1/24
	Toulmin’s theories of rhetoric
	Rhetorical Analysis proposal

	T
	1/29
	Draft workshop 
	Rhetorical analysis draft

	Th
	1/31
	Draft workshop
	Rhetorical analysis draft

	T
	2/2
	Introduction to the library
	Rhetorical Analysis due

	Th
	2/7
	Narrative
	MS: Ch. 3; Assignment guidelines for Narrative

	T
	2/9
	Literacy narratives
	MS: Malcolm X, “Prison Studies”; Narrative proposal

	Th
	2/14
	Literacy narratives
	MS: Sedaris, “Me Talk Pretty One Day” 

	T
	2/16
	Draft workshop
	Narrative draft

	Th
	2/21
	Draft workshop
	Narrative draft

	T
	2/22
	Library Research Skills
	Narrative due

	Th
	2/25
	Evaluating sources
	Handbook

	T
	2/26
	Introduction to Definition
	MS: Ch. 9; Assignment guidelines for Definition

	Th
	2/28
	Strategies for definition
	MS: Ch. 9

	T
	3/4
	Draft workshop
	Definition draft

	Th
	3/6
	Citation workshop
	

	T
	3/11
	Draft workshop
	Definition draft

	Th
	3/13
	Introduction to Rebuttal
	MS: Ch. 10; Assignment guidelines for Rebuttal

	T
	3/18
	Strategies for rebuttal
	MS: Readings from Ch. 10 TBD in class

	Th
	3/20
	Debating values
	MS: Readings from Ch. 10 TBD in class; Rebuttal proposals

	
	3/25-27
	Spring Break No Classes
	

	T
	4/1
	Citation workshop
	Bring citations and handbook

	Th
	4/3
	Draft workshop
	Rebuttal draft

	T
	4/8
	Draft workshop
	Rebuttal draft

	Th
	4/10
	Style workshops
	Rebuttal due

	T
	4/15
	Introduction to Revision
	Bring original essay to be revised; Assignment guidelines for Revision

	Th
	4/17
	Workshop
	Revision original draft 

	T
	4/22
	Workshop
	Revision draft

	Th
	4/23
	Tearful farewells and course evaluations
	

	
	
	Final Exam Period
	Revision due


