BIO 201: Botany – Fall 2011
BOTANICAL TERM PAPER

THE ASSIGNMENT
You are required to complete a term paper on a vascular plant.  The complete paper must be typed.  Please note the below additional criteria:

· The typed paper needs to be at least (1,800 words) five pages, excluding the title page and literature cited page.

· Generally, the type should be double spaced with a font size of 11 or 12, have one-inch margins, and have each page numbered.

· The cover page should include the title, your name, the date (or at least semester in which it is completed) and that is for the course (BIO 201).

· The paper must include at least five (5) references that are to be properly cited, both within the paper and in a literature cited section at the end of the paper.  At least two of the five references must be from scientific journals.  Quotes are nice, but should be limited to less that three in the entire paper!

RESEARCHING YOUR TOPIC
A number of potential resources are available for information on your favorite plant.  Sources include (but are not limited to) scientific journals, Internet, flora books, and government publications.  A well written paper will include a number of these resources.  You must include at least two scientific journal articles as references in your paper.  

Your paper will include many different aspects of a plant.  Below is a list of various topics that you should consider.  It is not a requirement to cover ALL these topics; however, an excellent paper will include information on most (6 or more) of these topics:

· Taxonomy –  common and scientific names;  Family

· Growth pattern –  plant size (use metric);  form (herb, shrub, vine, or tree)

· Morphology –  diagnostic features, including leaves and flowers/cones;  closely related species, if any

· Distribution –  overall range of occurrence;  typical habitat;  factors limiting distribution

· Cultivation –  is the species cultivated?; does it have economic value?;  describe the various cultivars

· Unusual features –  chemicals or other characteristics which make this species unusual

· Reproduction –  life span (annual, biannual, perennial);  age at first reproduction;  reproductive longevity;  pollination;  fruit/cone % seed production; seed dormancy; germination requirements

UNACCEPTABLE PLANTS FOR RESEARCH

Two plants have been over researched and reported.  These will be covered in class.

Marijuana (Cannabis sativa)

Cocaine (Erythoxylon coca)

DUE DATES – Fall 2011
Your paper needs to reflect a steady progress to a well written paper, not a night-before-it's-due frenzy.  Hence a number of dues dates are listed:

· Tentative species selected with one photocopied reference –  Monday, September 12

· Bibliography of your plant (at least four references) –  Monday, September 26

· Draft of paper –  Monday, October 24

· Final paper –  Monday, November 21

PAPER EVALUATION
Topic selection & reference (on time) –  5 pts

Bibliography –  5 pts

Draft –  5 pts

Paper – 85 pts  [content (65 pts); proper citations (10 pts); style (10 pts)]

(See the attached grade sheet for more details.)

CACP CREDIT

Remember, you may receive CACP level 3 credit for your paper if you:

· Attach a CACP cover sheet to your paper and turn it in to me for evaluation before the end of the fall semester

· You must have already completed a CACP level 2 paper in another course

· Complete the recommended changes in paper grammar and content

· You are expected to have completed and have approved your paper by then end of the spring semester (i.e. next semester).  Do not procrastinate.

· Graduating seniors need to consider turning in your paper early so the CACP process can be completed before reading day.

BIO 201: Botany

LIFE HISTORY PAPER EVALUATION

NAME:

Tentative organism selection (5 pts)

· Common name

· One article selected & photocopied

· On time?

Bibliography of plant (5 pts)

· Scientific/common name

· Five references

· Proper citation method

Draft of paper (5 pts)

· Content

· On time

Final paper:

*Content (65 pts) – an “A” paper does not need all the below, but most)

· Taxonomy (family, genus, species)

· Growth pattern

· Morphology

· Anatomy

· Distribution

· Cultivation

· Economic value

· Unusual features

· Reproduction

* Deduction – (5 points for each 200 words short of the 1,800 expected)
(papers less that 1,000 words will be returned ungraded)

* Proper citations (10 pts)

· Sources from journals (required)

· Reference books

· Sources off the Internet (not needed, but OK)

* Style (10 pts)

· Good grammar & composition

· Good flow throughout paper

OVERALL COMMENTS:

